The state of Tocantins formally belongs to the North Region of Brazil; however, it is located on the geographical transition zone between Brazilian Cerrado and Amazon rainforest. The Cerrado is predominant in the state, occupying about 91% of it; the remaining 9% are part of the Amazon rainforest (IBGE 2004) . Tocantins is one of the poorest states of Brazil in number of collections, and Tocantins and Rondônia are the only two states without registered collections of the family Menyanthaceae (CRIA 2013) .
Nymphoides, the only genus of Menyanthaceae that occurs in Brazil (Amaral 2013), consists of aquatic plants, annuals in temporary ponds or perennial in permanent water bodies (Pott and Pott 2000) . Amaral (2013) cited Nymphoides indica L. Kuntze as the only recognized species in Brazil, but Pott and Pott (1997, 2000) and Heckman (1998) cited N. grayana (Griseb) Kuntze, a species recognized originally only for the West Indies and Africa, occurring in the Pantanal Wetlands in the states of Mato Grosso and Mato Grosso do Sul (Ornduff 1969) .
The taxonomic distinction of N. indica and N. grayana relies on the color of the petals. Nymphoides indica has white corolla lobes and N. grayana yellow ones ( Figure  1A -E). Furthermore, the ultraviolet light emittance of the flowers of Nymphoides indicates that N. grayana can uniformly emit ultraviolet light from the petals (African plants) or absorb in the center and emit from the remaining portion of the petals (West Indies Plants), but N. indica absorbs the ultraviolet light completely (Ornduff 1969) .
Nymphoides grayana is a typical macrophyte of the Pantanal floodplain, developing both aquatic and terrestrial forms, and with vegetative organs that often survive weeks of dryness on the areas of the Pantanal, and then become terrestrial during the dry season (Ritter 2013 Literature Cited
